
UUSJ Newsletter – Spring 2022 
Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice 

Andrew T. Fisher, Editor & Communications Director 
1448 East 52nd Street, PM Box 144 

Chicago, IL 60615 

Phone: 773-595-4921 / E-mail: uusj@sbcglobal.net  

Web site: http://uusforsocialjustice.org/  
 

Chair’s Corner: 

By Finley C. Campbell 

Co-chair 
The purpose of this report is to give my 
views on the state of the UUSJ as of 
April 3 2022. In general UUSJ remains a 
small but vital part of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association of 
Congregations (represented in the 
Chicago Area by the Chicago area UU 
Council aka CAUUC). As CAUUC itself 
has no social justice organization, then 
we by default can be that organization. 
And as our task force reports reveal, we 
are carrying out a variety of social 
justice activities related to local, 
national, and international issues. 
     We are busy bees of social justice 
activism, doing both our own programs 
and in collaboration with outreach 
actions; for example, the collaboration of 
our Environmental Task Force with the 
Chicago Chapter of UUMUAC in 
presenting a forum on environmental 
racism and the collaboration of our 
Peace Task Force with the Chicago 
Area Peace Movement.  
     Here are some thoughts about a 
vision of the future of UUSJ.  At some 
point we should help coordinate with 
other social justice groups in the 
Chicago area which are not anti-UUSJ. 
For example, there is no longer a social 
justice council at First U Chicago, but 
there are leaders of existing task forces 
who might be open to participating with 
us. We should reach out to them and 
others like them for a Chicago area 
conference to see how we can work 
together. This would mean arranging 
visits to interested churches. 

     I would propose contacting 
congregations to request an opportunity 
to introduce ourselves anew.  We might 
suggest a literature table during one of 
their services or participating in a forum. 
 

 
UUSJ Economic 

Justice and 
Homelessness Task 

Force Report 
      
     This task force has organized the 
program for the UUSJ Spring Quarterly 
Meeting, which will be held on Sunday, 
May 15, beginning at 2 p.m. Central 
Time.  Those on the UUSJ mailing list 
were recently sent the flyer for that 
meeting.  The program, which will be the 

Spring Quarterly Meeting 
May 15, from 2 to 5 p.m.  The 
Task Force on Economic 
Justice and Homelessness has 
the program.  Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8943

1058780?pwd=aWNIQ0VUUjF

RR1hCcE01Q2lGZExOUT09 

 
The Program, from 2 to 3 PM, 
is "Everyone can make a 
difference", on poverty 
reduction through mentoring, 
featuring Dr. Donna M. Beegle 
of Communications Across 
Barriers. 

mailto:uusj@sbcglobal.net
http://uusforsocialjustice.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89431058780?pwd=aWNIQ0VUUjFRR1hCcE01Q2lGZExOUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89431058780?pwd=aWNIQ0VUUjFRR1hCcE01Q2lGZExOUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89431058780?pwd=aWNIQ0VUUjFRR1hCcE01Q2lGZExOUT09
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first portion of the meeting, is titled 
“Everyone can make a difference” and 
features Dr. Donna M. Beegle.  The flyer 
provides a brief description of the guest 
speaker and the program.  Following is 
a more detailed bio/introduction for our    
guest speaker. 
      
     Donna Beegle grew up in 
generational migrant-labor poverty and 
left school at 15 to get married and start 
a family. At 25, she found herself with 
two children, no husband, little 
education, and few marketable job skills. 
Within 10 short years, she got her GED 
and advanced through to a doctoral 
degree in educational leadership. All 
these experiences provide Dr. Beegle 
with an authentic voice with which to 
speak, write, and train across the nation 
to break the iron cage of poverty.  
 
     As president of Communication 
Across Barriers, a consulting firm 
dedicated to building poverty-informed 
communities that are armed with tools to 
break barriers, she works directly with 
children and adults currently in poverty, 
as well as professionals who want to 
make a difference for those living in 
poverty. Dr. Beegle is also the founder 
of the Opportunity Community 
movement, which provides the 
foundation for a contemporary war on 
poverty.  
 
     Her inspiring story and work have 
been featured on CNN and PBS and in 
publications around the nation. Dr. 
Beegle has authored four books and 
training curriculum sets, including See 
Poverty...Be the Difference, An Action 
Approach for Educating Students in 
Poverty, Breaking Poverty Barriers to 
Equal Justice, and If Not Me, Then 
Who? Empowering Our Neighbors. Dr. 
Beegle has the distinction of being 
selected as speaker of the year for the 
New Mexico Bar Foundation and 
chosen as a Woodrow Wilson Princeton 
Fellow. In addition, she has had two 

classrooms in the Portland State 
University School of Social Work named 
in her honor. 
 

 
 

Walk for Warmth, Evanston – 1/17/22 

 

 
 

Walk for Warmth by Unitarian Church, Evanston 
with Rev. Eileen Wiviott and “Black Lives Matter” 

 
     This task force did not identify any 
appropriate Action Alert when it met in 
January of this year.  At our April 13th 
meeting we may very well chose to 
initiate one that will just involve our 
Action Alert members living in Chicago.  
That would be in support of the Bring 
Chicago Home campaign.  It would call 
for communications to Chicago City 
Council members urging them to 
support putting a Referendum on the 
Ballot that would, if passed, authorize 
increasing the Chicago real estate 
transfer tax on the sale of properties 
selling for over $1 million.  The millions 
raised from such a tax would be 
dedicated to providing a permanent 
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funding stream for the construction of 
permanent supportive housing and other 
services for Chicago’s homeless. 
 
     At our April 13 task force meeting 
we also hope to select our next Home 
and Hope Booster grant nominee.  
However, as of late March no 
nominations had been received. At that 
meeting we will also be examining 
research three of our task force 
members are doing related to how 
homelessness is addressed in a 
sampling of countries around the world.  
We are looking to see if there are “best 
practices” that we could encourage non-
profits or policy makers in this country to 
pursue adopting. 
 
     One or more of us hope to go to our 
nation’s capital on Saturday, June 18, 
for the Poor People’s Campaign’s 
National March on Washington. 
 
     If you are not yet a member of this 
task force, but would like to join or at 
least check us out, we invite you to 
contact the task force Chair for the 
Zoom codes and agenda for the task 
force’s meeting on Wednesday, April 13, 
between 1 and 2:30 p.m. 
 Allan Lindrup, task force Chair    
uusj@sbcglobal.net or 773-595-4921 
 

UUSJ 
Environmental 

Task Force Report 
      
     Congregational Reports: 

(1) UU Community Church (Park 
Forest) – Allan Lindrup reported 
three items: (a) a forum by Jeff 
Green, on the mining and materials 
needed to get to net-zero carbon, 
(b) an Earth Day service featuring a 
folk singer, and (c) no electronic/ 
hazardous waste pickup this spring. 

(2) Beverly Unitarian: – Fran Sowa 
reported the city had approved a 
Household Hazardous Waste & 
Electronics Collection on Sunday 
June 5th.  Green Sanctuary’s Earth 
Day service “Despair is Not an 
Option” is set for April 24th. 
(3) Evanston  – Andrew Fisher 
reported the Earth Day service will 
have a green table with handouts 
about Community Solar and many 
other things.  Kristin Lems will sing.  
For our next capital campaign, 
research will move away from 
geothermal and towards solar 
because it’s cheaper. 
(4) First Unitarian – Ellen Larue and 
Elinor Hall reported a forum on 
planting many more TREES.  They 
are having an Earth Day service.  
They have a new Chair for their 
Green Sanctuary committee.  They 
are having a forum on April 24th on 
ideas to get MORE people active 
with the green sanctuary group.   
     Action Alerts: Since the Winter 
UUSJ Newsletter, the Environmental 
task force has issued two action 
alerts.  On January 17, 2022 to IL 
Governor Pritzker urging him to sign 
the Multi-State Medium and Heavy 
Duty Zero Emission Vehicle 
Memorandum of Understanding 
along with 15 other states, and on 
April 2, 2022 to IL Representatives to 
Support SB 3073, the Great Lakes 
Coal Ash Protection Bill.   
 
     Educational inserts: (1) Andrew 
has drafted one on many different 
self-powered sensors and switches – 
from light, heat, motion or vibration – 
to improve, transportation, efficiency 
in manufacturing structure and lots 
more as well as to regulate air 
temperature. (2) Allan will start one 

file:///C:/Users/Finley%20Campbell/Downloads/uusj@sbcglobal.net
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this fall on auto charging stations – 
how many different types there are, 
the specifications of each type, other 
issues and which might become the 
standard in the end.  (3) Fran will 
start one Winter 2023 on truly 
organic and clean plants to plant 
which will NOT harm bees, 
butterflies, worms, ants or any of the 
many other BENEFICIAL insects, 
and where to buy the plants.    
 
     Next meeting: – We agreed to 
hold our next meeting on Saturday, 
June 11th, from 1:00 to 3 p.m., via 
zoom.  To get the connection codes 
contact Andrew below. 
 
     With any questions, contact: 
Andrew T. Fisher – Chair  
847-868-5639 or 
fishorgn1580@gmail.com  

 

UUSJ Peace  
Task Force Report 

 
Since our last report some months ago, 
we have made slow but steady 
progress, with a focus on ideological 
activities, known in the old days as 
political education. What have been our 
political education activities thus far? 
Our major event was a video lecture and 
discussion by Dr. John Mearsheimer of 
the University of Chicago, speaking on 
the illusion of ongoing liberal hegemony 
as the major aspect of US American 
foreign policy, based on a lecture he 
gave before the NATO/Russian/ 
Ukrainian war. And yet his prediction 
that the expansion of NATO into the 
Russian sphere of interest would 
eventually trigger an armed conflict has 
proven to be true. There were 15 in 
attendance who took part in a spirited 
discussion following the presentation. 

 
            We also took part in what was 
called the Potpourri Discussion Group 
arranged by Task Force member Dave 
Bartlett, a member of the UU 
Community Church of Park Forest. Then 
we took part in a follow up luncheon 
sponsored by the Potpourri group to 
continue sharing our discussion of the 
NATO/Ukraine/Russian conflict. 
Interestingly enough, a black brother 
and his son overheard our discussion 
and wanted to know if all this would lead 
to World War III.  I pointed out that is not 
the case yet, but it a Cold War 2 
emerged, then such a war might occur, 
unless we have détente. 
 
            We have been having irregularly 
scheduled meetings in January, 
February, and March, involving business 
activity and Ukraine War discussions, 
one of them being quite intense. At our 
last meeting, in March, I proposed, and 
we agreed that we should work on a 
peace initiative based on creating a 
petition calling for a détente between the 
three great imperialist powers — China, 
Russia, and the United States, dealing 
with the following issues: 
 
    A major summit to hammer out the 
framework for détente; 
       Support of the no first nuclear strike 
movement being sponsored by the 
Chicago Area Peace Action Coalition; 
       And I personally want to add having 
a city-wide demonstration opposing all 
imperialist wars. 
 
        A proposed action item is to use 
the 2022 electoral campaign to agitate 
about issues of peace, including our 
personal support for peace candidates 
or to encourage peace activists to run 
for Congress as a political education 
activity, plus peace lobbying at our US 
senators’ offices. However, this peace 
action proposal has to be voted on by 
the whole Task Force. 
 

mailto:fishorgn1580@gmail.com
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        To sum up: we continue to hold 
monthly small meetings, but the 
weakness is that they are not regularly 
scheduled. 
 
       Let us now examine the second 
aspect of this report. 
 
       As Chair of the PTF, I have been in 
personal conversation with other peace 
activists, though not as an official 
representative of the PTF.  I met by 
phone with Fahima Gaheez, the director 
of the Afghan Women’s Fund, with 
updates on the situation in Afghanistan. 
Essentially, the refusal of the US 
government to allow US American 
banks holding assets of the Emirate 
Republic of Afghanistan to free up this 
money is still creating political economic 
turmoil, and yet some positive things 
have emerged: Warlords and Afghan 
mafia forces have been crushed; 
women are allowed to attend higher 
education institutions, though in 
segregated classes; and primary age 
girls are allowed to go to elementary 
school.  The moderates had given 
permission for high schools for girls, 
within Sharia law, to open, only to have 
a bureaucratic struggle between the 
moderates and the militants to cause a 
pause in this activity. 
 
      I also met by Zoom with Israeli-US 
American Sheldon Gellar, an Israeli 
peacenik, concerned about violent 
repression in the Sudan and involved in 
advising Israeli young adults carrying 
out Peace Corp type activities in specific 
African countries to focus on the full 
participation of their hosts in setting up 
programs. 
 
      To sum up: I consider myself an 
ambassador of our small task force to 
the larger world. 
 
      So why is détente a focus of our 
peace work? Denotatively, “détente” 
means “easing of hostility or strained 

relations, especially between countries,” 
(Oxford Online Dictionary). For example, 
one of the key examples of the success 
of détente was the 19th century Berlin 
Conference (the African Model) which 
prevented inter-colonial wars in Africa 
by dividing up the continent into spheres 
of control for the key European powers. 
And then there was the 20th century 
model of détente between the US and 
Russia and between the US and China 
which kept a non-nuclear and nuclear 
World War 3 from happening, despite 
small, proxy wars continually breaking 
out; in other words, we prevented World 
War III but not Third World Wars. 
 
      Of course, we have to understand 
that if we fight for détente, we will be 
accused of appeasement by sincere 
supporters of the military industrial 
complex, but we must understand that 
détente is not about appeasing anyone. 
It is about having the three great 
imperialist powers figure out a way to 
ease this intensifying Cold War. Now 
here is the point: such détente will 
definitely be important if the emerging 
plan of Chinese imperialists to 
incorporate the African political 
economy into a future Eurasian 
(Russian/Chinese) coalition already 
being developed, which will compete 
with US American hegemony. 
 
       One thing is for sure:  no détente, 
then World War III, either nuclear or 
non- nuclear, may be inevitable. Then 
the job of the Peace Task Force will be 
to raise the issue of how to survive such 
a war. 
 
       Our next meeting will be set up 
soon.  For more information, contact 
finleycampbell5200@comcast.net. 

 

file:///C:/Users/Finley%20Campbell/Downloads/finleycampbell5200@comcast.net
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Interfaith Criminal 
Justice Taskforce-  

     The Interfaith Criminal Justice Task 
Force has met three times since January.  
Co-Chair Greg Chambers has engaged in 
extensive lobbying for Criminal Justice 
reform in Springfield in conjunction with Live 
Free Illinois.  There are many bills proposed, 
some of which are noxious attempts to roll 
back reforms previously enacted.      
     In January, Rev. Jia Johnson, Director of 
the Solidarity Building Initiative for Liberative 
Carceral Education at McCormick 
Theological Seminary described learning 
communities and collaborations that tend to 
the whole of incarcerated learners and their 
communities.  She has developed 
partnerships with formerly incarcerated 
entrepreneurs through her work at Sunshine 
Enterprises and PERC, and served as public 
ministry engagement coordinator for Garrett-

Evangelical Theological Seminary.      
     In February, Avalon Betts-Gaston, 
Project Manager of the Illinois Alliance for 
Reentry and Justice was the presenter.  She 
described the range of initiatives undertaken 
at Safer Foundation now introduced in 
Springfield as the Second Chance Act.  The 
Alliance is a statewide advocacy 
organization for criminal justice reform. 
     In March, Harry and Yoland Pena of the 
Life Impacters Foundation presented their 
programs to support Re-entry, Sober living 
and Recovery, and Violence Prevention in 
the North Austin and other west side 
communities of Chicago.       
     In April, due to the heavy demands of 
lobbying for justice initiatives in Springfield, 
and against attempts to roll back the justice 
reforms enacted over the past several years, 
no program has been scheduled.  

 
     Regards, Evan Freund  773-624-0333 
efreund@chicagobooth.edu

 
****************************************************** 
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